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PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE — MEMBER FOR DARLING RANGE — REFERRAL 

765. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
Yesterday, the Premier refused the opposition’s call for a Procedure and Privileges Committee inquiry into the 
member for Darling Range. The Premier also refused to provide a thorough and full explanation of what he knew. 
What has changed his mind to get him to agree to our demands for a Procedure and Privileges Committee inquiry? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Yesterday, the opposition moved that the matters concerning the member for Darling Range go to a Procedure and 
Privileges Committee inquiry. The government voted against that motion because we wanted the member for 
Darling Range to have the opportunity to present his case before any such decision was made. The member for 
Darling Range presented his case this morning. We are of the view that the explanation he gave was not 
comprehensive enough, so then we moved to refer the member for Darling Range to the Procedure and Privileges 
Committee for an inquiry into the matters he has stated before the house. I note that we moved to refer him to the 
Procedure and Privileges Committee today in similar terms to what the opposition moved yesterday, but this 
morning the opposition decided that the motion it moved yesterday was not good enough. It then moved to amend 
the motion, because yesterday’s motion was not good enough—amended it again! Whatever we do—whatever 
accountability is put in place and all the measures we put in place to ensure natural justice and that the facts come 
out—it is never good enough for members opposite. But we know that when members opposite were in 
government, they covered up serious criminality. They covered up one of their ministers driving around drunk, 
damaging people’s property and potentially risking lives. They had staffers covering that up! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you asked the question; you are getting an answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We learnt today that the then Minister for Police knew all about it. That is what she advised 
the house. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: When the Liberal Party was in office, it had ministers engaging in major criminality with no 
consequences, and it tried to cover it up. We ensure that there is proper accountability, and that is what we did today. 
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